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Orrase Open-Air Museum
of Natural History

Viewing

History of Lake Towada
and the Oirase Gorge

Lake Towada is a mountain-top lake located near the northern end
of the Ou Mountains, a mountain range in Japan. The Towada
Volcano, which became active 200,000 years ago, formed a
rectangular caldera around 16,000 years ago, and water filled the
caldera to create what we know today as Lake Towada. Part of the

lake then ruptured and the water flooding out of it created the

Oirase canyon. Oirase River is the only river flowing into the

BUNMEA TR SR Bl E ~

canyon. The river stretches for about 70 km on its journey to the

Pacific Ocean, and the 14 km section from the Nenokuchi river
outlet (400 m above sea level) to Yakeyama (200 m above sea —_— - L Il Road I Stream I Walkway !5huttlebusstop
level), the confluence point with the Tsuta River flowing from the '
) p 9 = : - | @Reststop P Parkinglot §& Washroom 6Wi-Fispot
Hakkoda Mountains, is known as the Oirase Gorge. == -
Makado Rock @ Temporary washrooms (only when access is restricted to private vehicles)
Cliffs rise to form a structure
. . ) . Food and Drink/Rest Area
resembling a gate on either side of the

stream, and various trees grow from
*Mobile service is poor in the Oirase Gorge area.

the steps in the cliff face. In winter,

the spring water from the top of the

rock freezes to create magnificent Oirase Field Museum Gate
Oirase Yusuikan

icicles.

(0]
=
o
=
0N

)

eals ofiuep
(124 nuibo.iys

=3 j" '..
W
Oirase bypass y ‘.

The only waterfall in the main Oirase

[%2]
@) =r
> =
[e) = o
(%) (%] (0] o

c
= = [«}) o
F - ey = 3 > g % To Tsuta,

(&) 9 g_ o o. ) - Oirase bypass = ag Hakkoda Mountain,
{ [ Y] o \ %2 w To Route 102 N\ - 5 5= and Aomori City
{3 = o ‘ (7 A o 2 7

v AN =) + - Q - \ \ ® S9 /
\ ;,n / = [0} = Q N / \. = S§ =
o g = o : W Ishigedo rest area @ e, \ 3 ) W 3
— - « Yal g o 2
v L S o i §
) , ' o 4 2 o
\f — = R0 = —
S; =z a \ 9 < :_y—\‘ '.ﬂ ,, = g g E|
g e B & + b4 =L 5 = B 39 S B
g 3 z (¥2) wn = — = - S0 * ¢ o o) wn EM 2 ~ 2
< = S N% 3 o =r ) e s ~ wn O > =~ - 7 ZEE = o 3
3 5 s e = 3 H 3 5 S 2 € o @ z 3 T =153 : = I
2 = e B g 3 o E a3 S5 o @ 5 o a 23 & o > IS
3 s g_ g_ Q o A - 8_ 9. C 3 =1 o =1 o § o = ':',"Q- = N E _.9 =5
z 3 s pBA = = o Q m o O ©v S a o = > 7 B o 22 n8
o = (o) (%) o = c o 3 ~8 ey £ oo =9
3 o o By | o - = = o o o = a = o < & o335 S0
@ = 7)) Q o B (0} @ o= = 3 - 9 S [y SBE : fo-:
% QX, ‘-: o (4] - T W L \2 — i 3 Q = =5 o
= 3 g 3 = = g o 5 g - z
W o n = Iy = 3 3 2 3
. . g = =l Sl al o =
Choshi Otaki Falls = = & 2 a
c
3
g
™

Stream, Choshi Otaki measures 7 meters

tall and about 20 meters wide. It is also
called the "fish-stopping falls" because
the fish swimming up from the Pacific
cannot make it past this point.
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Oirase Gorge selected
as an important moss forest

One unique thing about Oirase is that the
forests, composed mostly of deciduous
broad-leaved trees, create a natural moss
garden, with moss growing everywhere the
eye can see. Surveys have identified nearly
300 species of moss (bryophytes). The
numerous waterfalls and streams, and the
lingering sea mist from the Pacific Ocean,
make the valley extremely humid and a
treasure trove of not only mosses, but also
ferns, lichens, fungi, deformable fungi, and

other peculiar plants.
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A bypass is currently under construction to
preserve the environment and relieve traffic
congestion. When the bypass is completed,
traffic restrictions will be imposed on the
Oirase Gorge section of the national
highway. When the Oirase Open-Air Museum
is open, the road will be used in a social
experiment for visitors to experience the
Oirase of the future. Historically, the
opening of roads in scenic Oirase has opened
various doors to many people. It is therefore
a very important theme to think about how
roads are to be used while preserving the

beautiful natural surroundings.
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